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Iodide  Crystals  at  Work 


Two  Separate  Projects  Seek  Hail  Control  Key 


ONE  of  nature's  most  costly  and  de- 
structive phenomena,  hail,  may  be 
partially  or  totally  controlled  in  the 
future  as  a  result  of  experiments  and 
studies  undertaken  in  central  Alberta  this 
year  by  two  separate  organizations.  The 
Alberta  Research  Council  is  conducting  a 
study  into  the  formation  and  life  cycle  of 
hail-bearing  storms.  The  W.R.D.C.,  which 
stands  for  Water  Resources  Development 
Corporation,  of  Denver,  Colorado,  is  em- 
ploying a  cloud-seeding  procedure  which, 
according  to  some  observers,  appears  to 
modify  hail  precipitation. 

The  hail  suppression  experiment  being 
conducted  by  W.R.D.C..  in  the  Didsbury 
area  of  central  Alberta  since  July  20  has 
apparently  proven  successful.  For  the  first 
time  in  a  number  of  years  there  has  been 
no  hail  damage  reported  in  the  district, 
which  boasts  one  of  the  richest  soil  belts 
in  the  province  and  the  not-so-enviable 
record  of  being  one  of  North  America's 
worst  hail  areas. 

Farmers  near  Didsbury  decided  "to  do 
something  about  the  weather"  this  year 
after  five  seasons  of  heavy  hail  losses.  The 
commercial  hail  suppression  corporation 
was  invited  to  see  if  science  could  combat 
this  destructive  weather  occurrence. 

More  than  800  farmers  joined  together 
to  form  the  Mountain  View  and  Knee  Hill 
Hail  Suppression  Associations.  Efforts  were 
first  made  to  conduct  the  experiment  on  a 
municipal  scale  but  a  plebiscite  failed  to 
carry  the  necessary  two-thirds  majority  for 
a  money  bylaw.  An  amendment  has  been 
made  to  the  Municipal  Act  at  the  last  ses- 
sion of  the  Alberta  Legislature  allowing 
such  plebiscites  to  be  conducted.  Subse- 
quently, each  subscribing  farmer  was 
assessed  $15  per  quarter-section  to  cover 
cost  of  the  project. 

The  test  area  covers  a  rectangular  dis- 
trict 12  miles  wide  and  36  miles  long.  It 


extends  from  north  of  Didsbury  to  south  of 
Carstairs  on  the  west,  and  from  Three  Hills 
to  Swalwell  and  Acme  on  the  east.  Half 
the  test  area  is  in  each  of  the  Mountain 
View  and  Knee  Hill  municipalities. 

Supervising  the  operation  are  Stan 
Sifferman,  meteorologist,  and  Gene  Regier, 
physicist,  both  of  Denver,  Colorado.  They 
are  employees  of  the  W.R.D.  Corporation 
Ltd. 

Forty-two  "hail  suppressors"  have  been 
installed  in  the  district,  most  of  them  far 
north  and  west  of  the  "target  area."  Local 
residents,  instructed  in  the  use  of  the  in- 
strument, operate  them  when  advised  to 
do  so  by  Mr.  Sifferman. 

The  suppressor  unit  con- 
sists of  a  large  metal 
cabinet  containing  a  coke 
burner,  an  auger-driven 
feeder  for  the  silver-iodide 
impregnated  coke,  and  a 
blower  to  keep  the  burner 
hot.  During  operation  of 
the  instrument,  the  silver 
iodide  vaporizes  due  to  the 
heat,  forming  minute  silver 
iodide  crystals.  Vertical  air 
current,  always  present  dur- 
ing an  impending  storm, 
carry  the  crystals  aloft. 

It  is  believed  that  the  sil- 
ver iodide  crystals,  which 
are  similar  in  size  and  for- 
mation to  natural  ice  crys- 
tals, cause  a  large  number 
of  small  ice  crystals  to  form 
in  the  clouds.    Without  this 
man-made  boost,  moisture 
in  the  clouds  condenses  to  form  a  rela- 
tively small  number  of  large  drops.  These 
can  freeze  and  become  hailstones  of  vary- 
ing sizes. 

Field  experiments  seem  to  indicate  that 
the  treated  hail,  if  it  does  fall,  comes  in 
the  form  of  small,  soft  pellets,  apparently 
not  capable  of  damaging  crops. 


Since  the  hail  suppressors  have  been 
in  operation,  several  bad  storms  have 
struck  the  surrounding  districts.  Severe 
hail  damage  has  been  reported  at  Bowden 
to  the  north,  Crossfield  to  the  south,  and 
Cremona  to  the  west  of  the  "target  area." 
About  30  percent  damage  was  reported  in 
a  small  section  of  the  southwest  corner 
of  the  experimental  plot. 

Storm  patterns  as  recorded  by  the 
Alberta  Hail  Insurance  Board  show  that 
hail  has  completely  missed  the  test  area 
in  a  number  of  previous  years.  The  majority 
of  the  farmers,  however,  feel  that  results 
to  date  prove  the  use  of  the  "hail  sup- 
pressors" successful. 

A  separate  study  on  hail  has  been 
undertaken  this  year  by  the  Research  Coun- 
(Continued  on  Page  2) 


Stan  Siiferman,  WRDC  meteorolo- 
gist, is  shown  examining  a  chart  from 
the  static  meter,  one  of  the  instruments 
used  in  his  work.  The  graph  he  is  hold- 
ing is  the  meter's  record  of  the  July  31 
hail  storm  which  severely  damaged 
crops  south  of  the  test  area.  The  in- 
strument will,  he  says,  give  up  to  five 
hours  advance  warning  of  such  a 
storm. 


cil  of  Alberta  and  the  Meteorological  Ser- 
vice of  Canada.  Purpose  of  this  scientific 
and  impartial  investigation  is  to  learn  as 
much  as  possible  about  the  formation  and 
life  history  of  individual  hailstorms.  This 
knowledge  will  serve  as  a  guide  in  plan- 
ning and  assessing  future  experiments  on 
hail  control. 

While  the  study  has  no  connection 
whatsoever  with  the  Didsbury  experiment, 
officials  are  keeping  in  close  contact  with 
it  and  recording  results.  The  research 
offices  in  charge  have  enlisted  the  aid  of 
Alberta  farmers  in  gathering  data.  Letters 
of  explanation  and  hail  report  cards  were 
supplied  early  this  summer  to  about  6,500 
persons  in  the  municipal  districts  of  Knee 
Hill,  Mountain  View,  Ponoka  and  Lacombe. 

These  farmers  were  asked  to  report 
every  hail  fall  by  use  of  the  cards.  They 
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Bob  Elkin,  left,  is  being  shown  how 
to  operate  a  hail  suppressor  by  WRDC 
meteorologist,  Stan  SiHemian.  Mr. 
Elkin,  a  service  station  operator  of 
Didsbury,  is  one  of  the  42  local  people 
operating  these  machines  in  the  area. 

have  provided  such  information  as  the 
exact  location  of  the  storm,  the  time  it 
began  and  ended,  size  of  the  largest  stone, 
lightning  and  winds.  Remarks  on  unusual 
phenomena  accompanying  a  storm  were 
also  requested. 

The  Research  Council  reports  that  the 
response  to  their  request  for  hail  reports 
has  been  very  gratifying.  The  meteorolo- 
gist in  charge  of  the  study  is  R.  H.  Douglas 
of  the  Federal  Department  of  Transport.  Mr. 
Douglas  is  carrying  out  a  study  of  cloud 
formations  and  their  development  in 
various  stages  of  storms. 

The  pattern  of  hailstorms  is  being  given 
close  attention  in  the  study.  Officials  are 
making  an  effort  to  determine  why  certain 
areas  seem  to  be  more  susceptible  to  hail, 
over  a  period  of  years,  than  other  nearby 
districts.  An  extensive  storm,  cutting  a 
wide  swath  up  to  say  100  miles  in  length, 
probably  consists  of  a  series  of  small  indi- 
vidual storms  or  cells,  each  of  which  goes 
through  its  life-cycle  in  a  relatively  short 
period  of  time,  say  half-an-hour.  There  is 
evidently  a  link  between  each  such  cell 
and  the  next  one,  as  if  the  death  of  one 
cell  "triggers  off"  a  new  one  nearby.  Just 
how,  why,  and  where  this  "'chain  reaction" 
begins  in  the  first  place  are  problems  to  be 
investigated.  Cold  fronts,  which  produce 
much  of  Alberta's  more  violent  weather, 
serve  as  large-scale  triggers,  but  there  is 
the  question  of  why  such  a  front  seems  to 


set  off  hailstorms  over  certain  parts  of  the 
province  in  preference  to  others.  Local 
topography,  particularly  in  the  foothills, 
may  play  an  important  part  in  this  process. 

Representatives  of  the  University  of 
Alberta,  Research  Council,  provincial  De- 
partment of  Agriculture,  Defence  Research 
Board  and  the  Alberta  Hail  Insurance 
Board  form  an  advisory  committee  on  hail 
which  is  working  in  close  co-operation  with 
representatives  of  the  Meteorological  Ser- 
vice of  Canada. 

The  most  extensive  study  is  being  con- 
ducted in  the  Didsbury  area,  scene  of  the 
commercial  hail  suppression  experiment. 
Further  observations  are  contemplated  for 
next  year  when  it  is  hoped  that  radar 
equipment  will  be  available  to  study  the 
direct  result  of  spraying  silver  iodide  into 
hail  clouds.  • 


Mr.  Tom  Morris 
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Mr.  Tom  Morris,  president  of  the  Didsbury  Hail  Suppression  Association,  in  his 
field  of  registered  Rodney  oats.  In  hail  free  years,  this  land  is  said  to  have  yielded 
as  high  as  126  bushels  of  oats  an  acre.  In  15  of  the  26  years  he  has  farmed 
in  this  district,  Mr.  Morris  has  been  hailed  out  by  this  time  of  year.  The  shaded 
portion  in  the  center  of  the  map  on  the  right  shows  the  area  in  which  the  hail  sup- 
ression  test  is  being  conducted.  The  black  pins  show  the  locations  of  the  hail 
suppressors. 
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School  Enrolment 
Again  a  Record 

Approximately  235,000  Alberta  public 
and  high  school  students  trudged  off  to  the 
province's  "halls  of  learning"  September  4 
as  the  summer  vacation  ended  and  another 
school  year  began.  The  enrolment  is  the 
highest  in  the  history  of  the  province.  It 
represents  an  estimated  increase  of  ap- 
proximately 12,000  students  over  last  year. 
More  than  28,000  students  were  attending 
school  for  the  first  time. 

More  than  8,400  teachers  will  be 
employed  this  year.  Department  of  Educa- 
tion officials  state  there  is  a  shortage  of 
about  35  teachers.  Qualified  high  school 
personnel  are  especially  needed. 

The  school  building  boom  to  house  the 
average  annual  increase  of  11,000  students 
is  continuing.  This  year  924  new  class- 
rooms were  opened.  Some  replace  former 
buildings  but  the  majority  are  new.  Num- 
ber of  classrooms  increased  from  2,708  in 
1951,  to  4,017  last  year.  Expenditure  on 
1,340  new  classrooms  in  1955  totalled 
$35,289,496  as  compared  to  the  $32,761,170 
spent  on  1,175  new  rooms  in  1954. 

The  number  of  one-room  rural  schools 
are  decreasing  annually  as  the  trend  to- 
wards centralization  continues.  In  1955 
there  were  870  one-room  schools  as  com- 


pared to  1,551  in  1951.  Last  year  there 
were  146  two-room,  85  three-room  and  613 
four  or  more  roomed  schools  in  the  pro- 
vince. In  1951  there  were  198  two-room, 
90  three-room,  and  445  four  or  more  room 
schools. 


Statistics  Show  Alberta 
Economy  Still  Flourishing 

Loans  totalling  $1,308,100  were  granted 
to  Alberta  municipalities  during  August 
under  the  Municipal  Capital  Expenditures 
Loans  Act.  Total  loans  granted  to  August 
31  amount  to  $115,214,245. 

City  of  Red  Deer  borrowed  a  total  of 
$671,000.  Water  and  sewer  systems  will 
take  up  $333,900;  paving  program, 
$284,700  and  a  bridge,  $52,400. 

A  loan  of  $169,200  was  granted  to  St. 
Paul.  The  monies  will  provide  for  a 
$54,200  water  and  sewer  system;  a 
$100,000  paving  program,  and  a  $15,000 
sidewalk  construction  project. 

Other  loans  granted  were:  Cardston, 
$79,000  for  a  water  system;  Clyde,  $71,800 
for  a  water  system;  Drumheller,  $51,000 
for  a  sewer  and  water  system;  Grimshaw, 
$25,000  for  arena;  Hanna,  $22,450  for  sewer 
and  water  system;  High  Prairie,  $80,000  for 
town  hall;  Killam,  $5,550  for  their  sewer 
and  water  program. 


Lacombe,  $14,000  for  street  gravelling; 
Manning,  $57,000  for  water  system;  Taber, 
$100,000  for  street  paving;  Tofield,  $16,400 
for  water  system,  and  Vermilion  $45,700 
for  a  water  system. 

Production  of  minerals  and  its  allied 
industries  is  showing  a  steady  increase 
over  last  year  according  to  month  end 
figures  compiled  by  the  Alberta  Bureau  of 
Statistics. 

For  the  six  month  January  to  June  period 
production  of  crude  oil  is  up  from  50,509,- 
844  barrels  in  1955  to  67,067,754  in  1956. 
Natural  gas  production  is  up  from  80,329,- 
123  thousand  cubic  feet  to  98,024,754  m.c.f. 
over  the  same  period. 

Cement  production  dropped  in  June  of 
this  year,  306,271  barrels  as  compared 
to  332,200  barrels  for  June,  1955.  Coal  pro- 
duction in  June  was  up  185,802  tons  com- 
pared with  160,622  tons  last  year. 

Number  of  building  permits  issued  in 
Alberta's  eight  cities  continue  to  increase. 
In  the  January-July  period  this  year  8,269 
permits,  valued  at  $91,658,070,  were  issued. 
Last  year  8,158  permits  with  a  value  of 
$77,588,857  were  issued  for  the  same 
period. 

Electric  power  consumption  in  kilowatt 
hours  increased  from  820,181,000  in  1955 
to  989,663,000  in  the  January-July  period 
this  year.  • 


Minimum  Wage  Rates  in  Province  of  Alberta  Are  Boosted 


Increasing  costs  of  living  has  prompted 
the  government  of  Alberta  to  raise  the 
minimum  wages  payable  to  employees 
throughout  the  province.  Increases  were 
made  at  the  recommendation  of  the  Alberta 
Board  of  Industrial  Relations  and  become 
effective  October  15.  The  government  also 
passed  an  order  setting  up  prescribed  hours 
of  work  and  days  of  rest  in  the  pipeline 
construction  industry.  The  latter  will  go 
into  effect  on  publication  in  the  Alberta 
Gazette,  expected  September  15. 

The  new  rates  will  give  minimum  wage 
employees  a  raise  of  $4  weekly  in  most 
cases.  Previous  changes  were  made  in 
1952  and  1947. 

There  are  four  male  wage  classifications 
in  the  new  order  as  compared  to  six 
graduations  formerly. 

Male  employees  except  those  residing 
in  a  city,  town  or  village  with  a  population 
of  more  than  5,000  will  receive  a  minimum 
wage  of  $16  weekly  if  under  the  age  of 
17  years;  $18  weekly  for  those  between 
17  and  18  years;  $22  per  week  for  those 
between  18  and  19  years,  and  $26  per 
week  for  those  19  years  and  over.  Previ- 
ously there  were  six  wage  scale  gradua- 
tions starting  from  $13.50  at  an  age 
under  17  to  $25  at  the  age  of  21. 

Hourly  rates  for  help  working  less  than 
40  hours  per  week  have  been  increased 
accordingly.  Employers  must  pay  an 
employee  under  17  a  minimum  of  40  cents 
per  hour.  The  three  other  age  classifica- 
tions listed  above  must  receive  45,  55  and 
65  cents  hourly  respectively.  The  old  scale, 
established  in  1947,  ranged  from  30  cents 
to  55  cents  per  hour. 

Also  excluded  from  this  order  are  those 
males  employed  in  any  industry  exempted 
by  order  of  the  Board  of  Industrial  Rela- 
tions, or  with  a  subsisting  Industrial 
Standards  schedule;  apprentices,  and  men 
engaged  by  a  Board-approved  contract  and 
paid  on  a  commission  or  salary  basis. 


Male  employees  receiving  the  minimum 
wage  working  within  the  corporate  boun- 
daries of  any  city,  town  or  village  with  a 
population  of  more  than  5,000  will  receive 
increases  ranging  up  to  $5.50  weekly. 

The  new  scale  allows  for  payment  of  a 
minimum  wage  of  $20  weekly  to  a  man 
under  the  age  of  17;  $22  to  an  employee 
between  17  and  18  years  of  age;  $26  be- 
tween 18  and  19,  and  $30  per  week  when 
he  reaches  the  full  age  of  19.  The  previous 
scale  ranged  from  $14.50  per  week  to  $26 
per  week  for  six  graduations  and  was 
applicable  to  employees  working  40  hours 
weekly  or  more  but  only  in  the  cities  of 
Edmonton,  Calgary,  Lethbridge  and  Medi- 
cine Hat. 

Hourly  paid  employees  in  this  category 
working  less  than  40  hours  each  week  will 
have  a  minimum  wage  scale  of  50,  55,  65 
and  75  cents  per  hour  for  each  age  group. 
The  minimum  has  been  increased  by  ten 
cents  at  the  bottom  and  top  of  this  bracket. 

Female  employees  with  three  months  or 
more  experience  working  in  centres  under 
5,000  population  will  receive  a  minimum 
wage  of  $24  per  week,  compared  to  $20 
previously.  Inexperienced  employees  will 
receive  $18  weekly  the  first  month,  $20 
weekly  the  second  month,  $22  per  week 
the  third  month,  and  $24  per  week  there- 
after.  Former  scale  ranged  from  $14  to  $20. 

Those  employees  working  less  than  40 
hours  each  week  will  be  paid  a  minimum 
hourly  wage  of  60  cents  per  hour  with  a 
minimum  payment  per  day  on  duty  of  $2.45. 

Total  number  of  inexperienced  help  may 
not  exceed  25  percent  of  the  total  number 
of  female  staff.  However,  when  four  or 
fewer  women  are  employed,  one  inex- 
perienced employee  may  be  taken  on  staff. 

Experienced  female  employees  working 
in  a  city,  town  or  village  with  a  population 
of  more  than  5,000  will  receive  a  minimum 


wage  of  $28  per  week  as  compared  to  $24. 
Minimum  wage  for  inexperienced  help  with 
the  old  rates  in  brackets,  are  $22  (16.50) 
per  week  for  the  first  month;  $24  (19)  per 
week  for  the  second  month;  $26  (21.50) 
weekly  during  the  third  month,  and  $28 
(24)  thereafter. 

Employees  working  less  than  40  hours 
per  week  must  receive  a  minimum  of  70 
cents  per  hour  and  not  less  than  $2.80 
each  day  called  out  on  duty.  This  repre- 
sents a  ten  cent  hourly  increase. 

Regulations  governing  the  pipeline  con- 
struction industry  were  introduced  and  will 
go  into  effect  September  15. 

Affected  under  the  regulations  are 
employees  working  on  construction  or 
reconditioning  of  pipelines  transporting 
natural  gas,  oil  or  other  petroleum 
products.  The  regulations  do  not  include 
crews  working  on  distribution  systems  of 
cities,  towns,  or  villages. 

Normal  working  conditions  as  set  down 
by  the  regulations  are  eight  hours  in  one 
day  and  48  hours  in  a  six-day  working 
week,  unless  working  hours  are  fixed  by 
a  collective  labour  agreement.  An  em- 
ployee must  be  granted  one  day  of  rest 
in  every  seven  consecutive  days,  or  four 
days  in  each  period  of  28  consecutive  days. 

Overtime  will  be  paid  at  the  rate  of  1  ¥2 
times  the  regular  rate  to  an  employee  work- 
ing in  excess  of  nine  hours  each  day  or 
48  hours  each  week,  whichever  is  greater, 
or  if  he  works  in  excess  of  hours  established 
by  labour  agreement.  Overtime  will  also 
be  paid  an  employee  working  on  his  regu- 
lar day  of  rest. 

In  announcing  the  changes  in  wage 
rates  government  officials  said  that  Alberta 
is  now  on  a  par  with  other  Canadian 
provinces  with  regards  to  general  minimum 
wage  scales.  .  • 
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Guns  for  Big  Game 


Visiting   hunters   are   major  buyers 
Alberta  sports  goods  stores. 


in 


Tourist  big  game  hunters  also  spend 
an  average  of  seven  days  in  the  province 
at  an  all-inclusive  estimated  cost  of  $300 
weekly.  Receipts  from  license  fees  last  year 
totalled  $13,750.  Approximately  $45,000 
was  spent  by  these  sportsmen  while  stay- 
ing in  Alberta. 

Resident  bird  hunters  poured  $158,050 
into  provincial  coffers  from  license  fees 
last  year.  Game  officials  estimate  that 
each  hunter  will  spend  an  average  of  seven 
days  hunting  each  season,  at  an  average 
cost  per  person  per  season  of  $80.  This 
would  include  ammunition,  travelling  ex- 
penses, food,  etc.  Taking  into  account  that 
there  were  63,220  licenses  sold  last  season, 
these  hunters  spend  about  $5,057,600. 

Native  big  game  hunters  spending  an 
average  of  $100  each,  left  approximately 
$2,485,800  in  circulation  last  year.  The 
province  realized  $124,290  from  license  fees 
from  the  "trophy-seekers." 

Every  game  bird  enthusiast  has  in- 
vested approximately  $150  in  equipment, 
a  survey  of  sporting  goods  stores  showed. 
Included  in  this  expenditure  would  be  a 
shotgun,  necessary  clothing,  decoys,  etc. 


No  Crosswalks? 


Where  else  but  in  Alberta  would  you 
find  a  highway  sign  such  as  this?  This 
picture  was  taken  by  Within  Our 
Borders  photographer  on  the  Trans- 
Canada  Highway  near  Strathmore, 
Alberta. 


More  Licenses  Issued 


Ihooting  $ea$on  A$$i$t$  All  Bu$ine$$e$ 


AN  ESTIMATED  85,000  tourist  and 
resident  hunters  will  take  to  Al- 
berta's mountains,  fields  and 
marshes  this  fall  in  following  of  their 
favorite  outdoor  sport — hunting.  These 
sportsmen,  whose  equipment  has  cost  them 
more  than.  $18,000,000,  will  spend  an  addi- 
tional $8,000,000  in  quest  of  game,  both 
birds  and  animals. 

Hunting  is  fast  gaining  popularity 
among  the  province's  residents.  License 
sale  statistics  over  the  past  few  years  show 
that  there  has  been  a  phenomenal  fifty 
percent  increase  in  license  sales  between 
1951  and  1955. 

Last  year  the  province  collected  ap- 
proximately $320,000  in  license  fees  from 
big  game  and  bird  game  hunters.  Non- 
resident enthusiasts  from  the  United  States 
and  other  Canadian  provinces  contributed 
$37,000  of  this  amount.  Alberta  registra- 
tions for  bird  game  licenses  totalled 
63,220,  compared  to  59,280  the  year 
previous  and  39,000  in  1951.  There  were 
24,859  big  game  resident  licenses  sold  as 
compared  to  8,747  the  year  before.  This 
16,000  increase  was  attributed  to  the  re- 
opening of  a  deer  and  moose  season  last 
year  after  a  two-year  lapse. 

Game  bird  fanciers  from  the  United 
States  totalled  863  last  year,  an  increase 
of  some  300.  In  addition,  nearly  400  per- 
sons from  other  Canadian  provinces  pur- 
chased licenses  to  shoot  game  birds  in  this 
province.  Thirteen  Canadian  and  131  non- 
Canadians  registered  for  non-resident  big 
game  licenses. 

Officials  estimate  that  visiting  nimrods 
will  spend  an  average  of  seven  days  hunt- 
ing while  in  Alberta,  at  a  minimum  cost 
of  $25  per  day.  This  includes  the  cost  of 
guide  services,  food,  lodging  and  gas.  Not 
included  is  the  cost  of  ammunition,  inci- 
dentals and  souvenirs. 

Last  year  visiting  bird  hunters  paid  out 
$23,500  in  license  fees.  In  addition  they 
spent  $201,250  on  the  above  expenses  and 
approximately  $57,500  on  ammunition. 


The  annual  increment  to  the  shooting 
fraternity  is  anyone's  guess. 

Big  game  hunters  invest  more  money 
than  their  fellow  sportsmen.  It  is  estimated 
that  they  will  spend  about  $250  on  rifles 
and  accessories.  Many  invest  much  more. 
Some  have  been  known  to  purchase  a  small 
truck  and  even  deep  freeze  units  as  a  direct 
result  of  their  hunting  trips. 

The  total  investment  of  all  Alberta 
hunters  is  estimated  at  $15,697,500. 

Alberta  and  tourist  fishermen  also  play 
an  important  part  in  the  sporting  economy 
of  the  province. 

This  year  an  estimated  40,000  anglers 
crowded  Alberta's  lakes  and  streams  in 
hopes  of  catching  "The  big  one." 

Each  fisherman  spends  an  average  10 
days  fishing  in  a  year  at  a  cost  of  $10  per 
day.  This  would  represent  an  annual 
expenditure  of  $4,000,000,  including  the 
cost  of  transportation,  boat  rentals,  and 
accommodation  but  not  the  cost  of  new 
equipment.  Every  fisherman  spends  ap- 
proximately $10  annually  on  new  lures, 
baits  and  tackle.  Total  money  put  in  cir- 
culation is  about  $400,000  each  year. 

Some  anglers  will  spend  hundreds  of 
dollars  in  initial  equipment  but  the  mean 
average  is  about  $50.  Majority  of  these 
are  "weekend  fishermen"  who  travel  out 
an  average  of  150  miles  on  a  two-day  fish- 
ing expedition. 

Popularity  of  these  two  outdoor  sports 
is  increasing  yearly  as  more  and  more 
people  try  to  get  outdoors  and  away  from 
urban  hustle  and  bustle. 

Over  $12,500,000  was  spent  by  pro- 
vincial and  tourist  sportsmen  last  year,  not 
including  $18,000,000  invested  in  equip- 
ment. The  annual  expenditure  is  expected 
to  increase  in  the  future  as  more  and  more 
people  follow  the  trend  to  "get  away  from 
it  all"  for  one  or  two  days  a  week. 

This  trend  is  developing  Albertans  into 
one  of  the  most  sports-minded  people  in 
Canada.  • 


Thousands  of  dollars  for  duck  shooting 


Coming  Events 

Sept.  19-26    Superintendents  of  Insurance  of  the 

Provinces  of  Canada  Edmonton 

Sept.  21       Ford  of  Can.  District  Conf.   Edmonton 

Sept.  24-28    Canadian  Press  and  Daily 

Newspapers  Assoc.  Edmonton 

Oct.  25-26     Union  of  Alberta  Municipalities  Lethbridge 


WITHIN  OUR  BORDERS 
"Within  Oar  Borders"  is  a  publication  designed 
to  acquaint  the  people  of  the  Province  with 
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Government. 

There  are  no  restrictions  in  the  republishing 
of  any  material,  but  a  credit  line  would  be 
appreciated. 

Notice  of  change  of  address  should  be 
accompanied  by  the  mailing  address  label  on  the 
front  of  the  issue.  No  charge  is  made  for 
"Within  Our  Borders"  and  new  readers  are 
invited  to  forward  their  names  and  addresses  to: 
"Within  Our  Borders,"  Legislative  Buildings, 
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